GREENWICH EMOTION MAP

October 2005 - March 2006

by Christian Nold
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Emotion Map created?
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Thought policeboat
was chasing us
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Millennium Dome now called the O2 Arena
this will have the Olympic gymnastics and badminton

Proposed 32 storey resort complex
- as high as the pylons of the Dome

Creepy building in the
middle of nowhere

In a project organised by the local arts organisation Independent Photography, more than 50 Greenwich residents worked with the artist Christian
Nold to create a new map of the area. Backed by a series of weekly group
workshops, they individually or in pairs re-explored the local area with the
aid of a Bio Mapping device.
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All maps are a snapshot of a place at a specific moment. This is especially
true of the Greenwich Emotion Map, which was created by local residents
from the Greenwich Peninsula between October 2005 and March 2006.
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Radar Station

Rubbish is dumped and mud on the pavement
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The Bio Mapping device was invented by the artist Christian Nold.
It combines a finger cuff sensor, which records the wearer’s Galvanic Skin
Response (GSR) – an index of emotional response – in conjunction with
a Global Positioning System (GPS) which locates the wearer’s position
on earth.
The finger cuff sensor was derived from the Polygraph, where it is used
by law enforcement agencies to identify the physiological symptoms of
stress induced by lying. Bio Mapping uses this technology very differently.
Instead of handing over one’s own biometric data to an authority for
judging, Bio Mapping empowers the participants to interpret their body’s
metrics in a more subtle way for themselves.
From a common starting point the participants would walk for up to an
hour wherever they wanted in the local area. On returning to the workshop base, they could see their walk represented visually as a personal
‘emotion map’.
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Not a pretty sight - conveyor
belts silting up river

Lovely social place - games

Being followed...
No one else around

Had not realised how far
conveyor belts go into river

This will be
developed
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Goodbye to
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from the school
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Looking out on to the river
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Greenwich Yacht Club
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of the River Thames!
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600 houses per year

Motel

Signs

Looked in marketing
suite for the GMV

So many promises were made to improve cycle access but were never met
Traffic
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The usual grey drab drag of all powerful cars!
But improved and more green buses are
promised. I can hardly wait !

Giggling outside Macdonald’s and filming
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into the petrol station
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Christ Church School
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'Shit

Bit lost not sure how to get back

16

Trolley

Couldn't make camera work when guys
with beers aproached. Menacing
situation dissolved into laughter

Three youths were hanging out
18 Youths

Houses

Buggy

Not very nice here

Unknown
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Taking lots of stupid pictures

Cutty Sark pub

35
Nice garden
Greenwich Library
nice building

A forest of estate agent boards.
Somebody really wants to get away....
More from where they are or to where
they're going to be ? You take yourself
with you wherever you go. So beware
of putting too much blame or too much
hope on your surroundings and
on outer things !!

Quad bike on the roof

36
Dangerous pedestrian
difficult access to
shopping area

It's such a shame. A lot of these streets have
really nice buildings with original features then people fit UPVC windows. It's a great
shame that the look of a street breaks down
like this. I'm all for individual expression, but
again function seems to overtake form. It's
just a shame the council seems to have little
interest and some people don't seem to care
either. There are homes where people clearly
do care and these are great to happen upon.
Maybe that's the beauty of living on a street...
I hate UPVC windows!

But the girls lift the mood!! "What you doin', Mister
?!!" The three girls are the first real human contact
I've had. They're genuinely interested and they
enjoy playfully posing. When I get back to the
studio, I’ll see how well their photos have turned
out. I wish I'd given them details of how to get to
see them.

Grim, characterless
and soulless is
how this modern
shopping feels

Alley
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Hospital
Street corner

Steps

Electricity generating plant

Buy newspaper
& pop into deli

Trash

Used to be a primary school will be gated community

Dull walk back. The Woolwich Road is an incredibly
inhospitable road to walk along - dull dull dull!
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Gaudi-like seating at Rathmore Hall.
I like Gaudi and at first when I did this
walk, I hated what’s been done around
the hall. I thought it was inappropriate.
I've since been back and actually think
it's not so bad, not quite my cuppa, but
it's all right. This is a good example of
my state of mind on one particular day
and how it can be very different the next.
I imagine that's the same for everyone
- isn't it?!

Rathmore Hall
Troughton Rd
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Bike shop
There is something down here
Sense of anticipation

‘The New Heart of East Greenwich’
Forum Social Centre

Silver sparkle.The mid afternoon sunlight
adds to this already fairly attractive piece of graffiti
street art. My mood continues to lift.
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Woolwich Road
No place for
pedestrians!

‘Sleepless Guardian’

Frog and Radiator Pub

15

Beautiful graffiti

Contemplating a cheeky half.
This was the Pickwick Pub.
It would have been good to go
in just to see what it was like...
Maybe one day?!

Old fire station
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Fire station

Used to be a petrol station

This is where I took my
GPS reading - It clearly
shows up

Old Hospital

Deli

Ade lives here

Railway crossing
You can cross the tracks here
- a rail link that runs down to
the river and the gravel works

Security
33

War memorial

Rubbish Street. All I mean by this, is that on one side
of Gurdon Road, it is lined with wheelie bins - what kind
of solution to handling people’s rubbish is this? You walk
along the street and the most visible thing is a wheelie
bin - that's rubbish! - it's a shame that function
completely overshadows form.
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Railway bridge
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Rich lives here
Walking with GPS
Steps from river to old naval college
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Bellot Memorial trying
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Heightened tension as haircut is discussed
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What is the relationship
between emotions and
physical space?
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Wheelchair access to
Sainsbury's is very difficult

:)
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11
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Bricks
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Splosh
People

Adrian
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41

42

13
No-man's land

In this way more than 50 individual annotated tracks were gathered,
combined and overlaid to create the communal Greenwich Emotion Map.
On the map, the black lines show where all the participants walked. The
most dense area near the centre of the map shows the starting point
from which people chose to walk wherever they wanted. The coloured
surface of the map represents the combined emotional data of all the
participants. The contours connect points of individual response to form
a communal skin that covers the entire map in a gradient of arousal. The
intense red areas indicate hotspots of communal arousal, while the dark
blue pools show areas of communal calm. People familiar with the area
will recognise the outline of the Greenwich Peninsula but may be surprised that the contours fan out over the river Thames. This is not a map
of geographical features but of emotions, which are triggered by many
different stimuli including views of the river and beyond.

This question has been a concern of many theorists from many disciplines
but was perhaps most directly addressed by the Situationists in the late
1960s with their notion of psychogeography and their conceptual tool,
the urban drift through the city. While these ideas are extremely interesting, the resulting maps tended to be disappointingly uncommunicative.

Sainsbury's

39
Sainsury's wind turbine
some ray of hope

35

The golden crown of thorns!
If it's not Tesco’s then it's
Mcdonald’s or somebody similar!
They may have done damage to
the rainforests, they may treat their
workers badly etc, etc but Mcdonald's
logo sits proudly on top of the
commercial park.

Boats
Blurry
Grafitti

34

We went up here 40

Argument with Mum
The windmills are not
going! - never really worked
- ecology con

Beginning 28
Rothbury Brother
Rothbury Hall - Independent Photography
phoned while Friends waved to me from an old Morris Minor car, they beeped their horn and waved
27
coming back
Something happened here
Road Rothbury

People in the street

56

Roundabout

Grass in front of Sainbury's
View
Traffic

It's been an interesting and enjoyable afternoon with the
Back down to earth. The sun's shining, things are looking light and
Was told ENDERBY bros house was
Greenwich Emotion Map. And now to return to the good
bright and colourful. I'm not always very keen on the area where
in the factory grounds, wow what a
company and hospitality of Independent Photography!
I live but it could certainly all be a lot worse.
treat, got my grounds pass and made
a B-Line to the house
Saw a fantastic Jaguar sports to
Took photos of Rothbury Hall
Housing
car sat next to a lovely
Rothbury hall used to be my church and now the garden is a tyre shop
Alcatel waiting
red mini (dream on)

Graffiti and history thoughts

I foolishly thought that there might be a way
through to the river - I was wrong! Looking
at this map you'd think that there should be
a way through, but there wasn't - believe me
I tried! Again, not a great place to be wandering
around on foot - it's just very dull. You come
here to get a new bike, something for the car,
some electrical gadget and then you go home!
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Sainsbury's have made a bit of an effort
not just to be green and ecologically sound
but also to make a bit of a peaceful oasis
at the back of their store. I've gone in there
a few times. Beyond that, I've never ever
seen anybody using it !

Crossing motorway

Bridge

Alcatel security

Met strange man
23

Footbridge
crossing

I find it quite uplifting

Took a number of photos
within D complex. Was
great to be where most
people had not been

Trapped behind Halfords!

Traffic crossing

The car park's at its best!

High tech company

Lunch break and looking
for clay pipes in the mud
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What will happen to this place?

Aggressive wasteland

Filmworks
Sign 30

Crows near jetty where special plants for birds were planted

Phase 3 of GMV

Chemical
company

The road will be re-paved and made
posher in order to connect the
Village with the old town

Photo into Alcatel
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Machinery

Caravans

Southern Way

The dreaded crossing
31

32

Felt so angry, so much litter and waste
Why can't someone do something about it?

Normally take dog for a walk here

Responded to truck at road crossing but so much less than Liz

Enderby House

Steps on river

Launching stage
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Sign

Entered another factory

Interesting steps into the water

Alcatel mosses
- conservation area

Saw ramblers

Taking
photos
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Walked by own house
Industry

Somebody left their keys in the door

Busy traffic crossing
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I normally have my
driving lessons here

Halinda and Zoe

Traffic crossing

Crow
'

More sandwiches
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Odeon

Road crossing - GPS a little out
Motorway overpass
Stressful pedestrian crossing

Tree

Seen the housing
estate before

Bridget's
Rose lives
house
& works here
Halina's house

ABC - Kandy learnt a new word
from a signboard and saw helicopter

Met up with
Susan

Rachel’s flat

People made me
jump near my house

O2

Building

Refineries

Industry

Guy

Different angles on the ugly Millennium village

Reclaimed oils

Saw old washing machine when lorry came by - adventure!
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Peaking through
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Hotel

The track shows the wearer’s geographical location while the height
indicates the intensity of physiological response at any particular point.
The response can be positive or negative and requires active interpretation to make sense of it. In the workshops each participant studied their
own track and then talked in the group about their ‘emotion map’ in relation to their experiences on the walk. As a result of this reflection, they
would then add annotations to points along their track that they
considered memorable or important.

Public loos
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Drifting with the Bio Mapping equipment creates very different maps.
The Greenwich Emotion Map, visible on the website and here in printed
form, is a complex assembly of individual experiences at different perceptual levels that can be partially unravelled by the viewer. At a basic level
the map shows a sensory space of embodied experience where personal
response appears to be caused by a variety of visual, auditory, taste and
smell stimuli. At another level, we seem to see the effects of the built
environment represented by traffic crossings and comments about
particular local features. But perhaps most striking is the prominence of
a third level: that of people’s social interaction. This social space – which
might be seen as ephemeral and temporary, including as it does surprise
meetings with friends, neighbours and strangers – appears to be more
important than the other levels.
Rather than the continuous drifting through the city that the
Situationists imagined, the Greenwich Emotion Map suggests an
experience of the city as a series of distinct ‘events’, by which we mean
moments of distinctive attention. The actual nature of these ‘events’
varies from meeting people, taking a photo, crossing roads, to being
annoyed by one’s surroundings. What these events have in common
is an element of novelty which has caused the person’s attention to
become focused. This vision of the environment as a stage for events
suggests an active engagement not covered by the normal concept of
the ‘walk’ or ‘drift’. It suggests an embodied being within the
environment actively interacting with people, objects and places.
Within this ‘event space’, a fork in the road causes a moment of
indecision which competes for attention with the family argument
taking place at the same time.

How can you use this
map?
While it may be tricky to use this map for straightforward orientation,
exploring the peninsula with this map could be a very rich experience.
One might, for example, plan a walk that followed all the places of
high communal arousal. Seeing the actual spaces, along with the
map annotations gives some insight into other people’s experience
and knowledge of the area.
The map represents the Greenwich Peninsula as a living space of human
activity where people interact with their environment as well as each
other to generate feelings and opinions. This vision challenges the way our
cities are officially represented and imagined in terms of important buildings and landmarks. The map also shows the limits and shaping of public
space. Large areas of the map are not accessible because they are industrial complexes or fenced-off private land waiting to be developed.
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photograph
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Participant’s annotation
Communal arousal
gradient

High Arousal

The “Greenwich Emotion Map” is part of a series of artists’
commissions, called “Peninsula”, organised by Independent
Photography. “Peninsula” asks digital and media artists to
respond to the social, human and physical environment of
the Greenwich Peninsula, an area which will change radically over the next 10 years. The commissions are participatory and Peninsula Ward residents are invited to collaborate with the artists to produce new artworks, which
are then exhibited and distributed locally and nationally.
Independent Photography commissions artists for a range
of collaborative programmes across the borough of
Greenwich.
www.peninsulaprojects.net
www.independentphotography.org.uk

Low Arousal
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Scale 1:3530
Susie’s Bio Mapping track visualised with Google Earth

The peaks and troughs in Rebecca’s Bio Mapping track indicate arousal

All the participants’ Bio Mapping tracks shown simultaneously

Detail of multiple Bio Mapping tracks
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The map is also a record of a particular moment on the Peninsula.
The area is undergoing rapid change with hundreds of new homes being
built on the currently fenced-off sites. Even during the course of this
project, two of the major landmarks changed their names as they were
taken over by other companies. In the future, it will be interesting to look
back at the map as a discussion space containing strongly contradictory
views on developments such as the Millennium Village.
We hope the map continues to be a discussion point and is of use in
identifying and solidifying local issues of concern. It could be used to
push for better pedestrian or cycle access or to save the Millennium café
which is presently under threat. What is most important, though, is that
the map reminds us of the diversity of the people who live, work and
walk in this area.
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www.emotionmap.net
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= The numbers indicate the locations where the photographs were taken
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